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Biblical Fiction Author Brings Beloved
Series to Powerful Conclusion with

Mother of the Disciples' Story

“Kaufman’s writing is skillful and compelling, conveying
Martha’s deep emotions and inner conflicts in a novel that will
be greatly appreciated by readers who enjoy Christian fiction.”

—Booklist on Up from Dust

On Living Stone
Standalone in the
WOMEN OF THE WAY series

Ada, Mich.—Heather Kaufman delivers a powerful biblical
fiction exploring the untold story of one of the most
intriguing women in the New Testament. On Living Stone
brings to life Salome, mother of the disciples James and
John, in a compelling tale that will resonate with fans of
The Chosen and readers seeking fresh perspectives on
beloved biblical characters.

In Heather Kaufman's beautifully woven novel On Living
Stone, restless young Salome is known throughout her
village as the girl with startling golden eyes and a tongue
full of fire—and according to gossip, no future. Growing
up along the shores of the Sea of Galilee, Salome struggles
to find her place in the world until she marries into
Zebedee's fishing family and discovers her purpose as a
mother to two remarkable boys, James and John. But as
her sons are drawn to follow an extraordinary rabbi,
Salome must confront her deepest fears about control and
surrender, learning that true success comes not from
holding tight to those she loves, but from trusting God's
greater plan for their lives.

Drawing on meticulous research into first-century Jewish
life and the fishing industry around the Sea of Galilee,
Kaufman creates an intimate portrait of motherhood,
faith, and the cost of discipleship. The novel explores
themes of finding one's identity in God rather than earthly
relationships, making it a perfect fit for readers who
appreciate the emotional depth of The Chosen and authors
like Tessa Afshar and Mesu Andrews.

Heather Kaufman has published devotional writing in
Guideposts and YouVersion. Her debut novel Up from Dust
was nominated for the 2024 Christy Award.



Heather Kaufman is the author of multiple books and
devotions, praised by Kirkus Reviews for writing “a
charming and well-crafted tale.” She delights in
highlighting the goodness of God through storytelling.
When not reading, writing, or accumulating mounds
of books, Heather can be found exploring new parks
with her husband and three children near their home in
St. Louis, Missouri. Learn more at HMKStories.com.
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About the Author

PRAISE for Heather Kaufman’s Novels

“Heather Kaufman is a truly fresh voice in biblical
fiction.”

—Tessa Afshar, bestselling author

“With a compelling plot and cast of characters, Before
the King is a tale not to be missed.”

—Tosca Lee, New York Times
bestselling author

“In Before the King, Heather Kaufman presents a
moving tale of two sisters.”

—Angela Hunt, New York Times
bestselling author

“Up from Dust invites us into Jesus’s inner circle with
fresh insight on the life of Martha of Bethany. Taking
us on an intriguing journey through heartbreak and
healing, Heather Kaufman leads her readers directly to
the joy of the empty tomb.”

—Connilyn Cossette, Christy Award winner
and ECPA bestselling author

“Kaufman’s winsome main narrative is full of
misunderstandings, hijinks, and lonely people who find
one another despite the many obstacles that stand in
the way. . . . Readers will enjoy this sweet tale of a
unique bookstore and the patrons that love it.”

—Publishers Weekly
 on The Story People
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